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A collection of works by Christopher Durang. Twenty-seven short plays including: Woman Stand-up,

Titanic, The Actor's Nightmare, A Stye of the Eye, For Whom the Southern Belle Tolls, and Wanda's

Visit.
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Christopher Durang was the playwright of choice for my high school speech team when it came to

picking pieces for ensembles or duos. Many will most likely see why after reading some of the

one-acts in this brilliant collection. These one-acts include:A Stye of the Eye- Jake is a hillbilly in his

thirties. He is, in the words of Durang, a "rage-a-holic". Infuriated by his actress wife's latest play,

Agnes is Odd, where she plays an insane nun who babbles incoherently in Latin, he freaks out and

supposedly kills her, only for his "good" brother Frankie to find out that she's not really dead, and

then she falls in love with him. Jake finds out, explodes and kills his brother for cheating with his

wife. The only catch is, Frankie and Jake are not really brothers, they are two sides of the same

person.Naomi in the Living Room- Naomi is an eccentric woman, who likes to give tours of her

house, even to her son John, who used to live there, and his wife Johnna.Business Lunch at the

Russian Tea Room- Melissa is a Hollywood agent with a lot of outlandish ideas. She's heard from

others that this guy named Chris is a great writer, and she tries to sell him on the idea of writing a

screenplay, either a remake of Cruising/Bugsy Malone, or a story about a priest and a rabbi who fall

in love, and then, both get sex changes, unbeknownst to each other.DMV Tyrant- James Agnes'

temporary license has expired so he must pay a visit to the Division of Motor Vehicles, where he



comes face to face with a DMV lady from Hell.Sister Mary Ignatius Explains it All- Sister Mary is a

crazy nun (insanity and eccentricity seem to be a running motif for Durang) who gives lectures on

Heaven and Hell, and fires guns in church.
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